
Integrating PayPal Website Payments Pro With 
OpenCart
I thought I would write this little guide so you can test your PayPal integration with your 
OpenCart installation before going live.  To do this, youʼll need to use PayPalʼs sandbox 
to 1) create a test personal account and 2) create a test business account.  This isnʼt a 
straightforward process, and using the PayPal sandbox will drive you to the brink of 
insanity if you donʼt know what youʼre doing.

PayPalʼs sandbox is a completely separate entity from the live PayPal.  It is an exact 
replica of PayPal, with the only exception being that transactions donʼt count.  In order 
to use the sandbox to test payment processing, youʼll need to create two separate 
accounts.  A personal account that youʼll use to make purchases on your site and a 
business account where those payments will go.  Just think of it as creating a fake 
customer and a fake replication of your real life PayPal business account.

Go to https://developer.paypal.com/.  This is the entry point to the sandbox.  Youʼll need 
to login with your real PayPal credentials to get started.  Get ready to have about 600 
browser windows open...

Once you login, youʼll be presented with this screen:

https://developer.paypal.com
https://developer.paypal.com


Under “Test Accounts” click ʻpreconfigured accountʼ.  This will take you to the account 
creation page, where youʼre going to create a ʻbuyerʼ account:



Fill in all the info.  For the ʻLogin Emailʼ, use something other than your real email.  And 
this is one of the maddening aspects of the sandbox.  PayPal will create a login email 
for you, regardless of what you put here.  I have no idea why they even ask, because 
theyʼre going to create an email that looks like 
ʻmytes_128368612i37rqiwhuebf8_personal@...ʼ  It doesnʼt matter though, cause all 
youʼll need from this personal test account is the credit card info.



Click ʻCreate Accountʼ and youʼre done.  Youʼll be taken back to the “Test Accounts” 
screen where you can look at the details of your newly created personal account:

Now we need to create a business account.  Click the ʻPreconfiguredʼ link next to ʻNew 
test account:ʼ.  Follow the same process as before, but select ʻwebsite payments proʼ as 
the account type:



Now that weʼve got that created, we need to login to the business account to get the API 
credentials to use in OpenCart.  Click the little radio button next to the business account 
and click ʻEnter Sandbox Test Siteʼ.  A new window will pop open.  Just enter your 
password (the one you created for the business account):



Once youʼre in, click the ʻProfileʼ menu option...



Then click the ʻRequest API Credentialsʼ...

You want Option 1 #2 - Setup PayPal API credentials and permissions...



Now you want Option 2 - View API Signature...

Those are the API credentials youʼll plug into OpenCart.  Yours will be different of 
course :).

Now login to your OpenCart admin and go to Extensions->Payments.  If you havenʼt 
done so already, install PayPal Website Payments Pro, then click ʻEditʼ...



Enter the API credentials you just created and select ʻTest Mode = Yesʼ and set the 
Status to Enabled.

And thatʼs pretty much it.  Now you can test transactions on your website without 
spending any real money :).  Just use the credit card info from the personal account you 
created in the sandbox.



When youʼre done testing, youʼll need to get your real API credentials, following the 
same process, for your real account and turn Test Mode off.

Hopefully, this guide will save you hours of hair pulling, fist pounding, cursing, and 
beating your head against the wall trying to figure out PayPalʼs sandbox.  Good luck!


